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Morning temperature, o0r.8, pulse I26 ; evening temperature, 99.2,
pulse 120.
September 13th. She was quite sensible. The bowels were still

confined ; the tongue was much cleaner. Morning temperature, 99.2,
pulse ii6 ; evening temperature, 99.2, pulse io8.

September i4th. Morning temperature, 98.4, pulse 112; evening
temperature, ioo, pulse 124. She continued sensible. She had slept
well during the last night. Her bowels not having acted since the
gth, she was given an enema of a pint of tepid water. This produced
five evacuations during the day. The first two, full of hard dark
lumps, passed with difficulty and pain; the next two, small and loose,
passed with less difficulty; the fifth, more abundant, full of hard lumps,
caused great pain.
September 15th. She was much better. Morning temperature 98.6,

evening 99; tongue almost clean.
September 17th. The catamenia appeared.
September i9th. She was ordered to have sole for dinner, and

three ounces of bread.
September 2ISt. She was ordered a slice of meat and six ounces of

bread.
September 27th. The temperature had remained normal, and the

patient had continued to improve steadily in every way.
REMARKS.-I have often asked myself the question, whether this

patient would have recovered or not, had I not given her the baths ;
and I have been compelled to answer that, if one's previous experience
in similar cases is of any value in forming a prognosis, it is in the
highest degree probable that she would have died. In cases of typhoid
fever, the gravity of the prognosis does not depend solely on the
temperature, for I have noticed in some of my fatal cases that there has
been an increase in the frequency of the pulse out of all proportion to
the elevation of the temperature. It cannot be denied, however, that
a temperature of io6.8 deg. F. is a very unfavourable indication.
The immediate change produced by the baths upon the patient was

very remarkable. Her intellect became much clearer whilst she was in
the baths, and she fell asleep after them. The frequency of the pulse was
also considerably reduced. Judging from the present case, I am of
opinion that it is best to commence with the water at a temperature of
about ten degrees below that of the patient, and gradually to cool
down the water to about 68 deg., as recommended by Ziemssen. The
house-physician cooled down the third bath rather rapidly towards the
end ; and this seemed somewhat to distress the patient, and brought on
occasional fits of coughing.

I trust that this mode of treating cases of typhoid fever accompanied
with high temperature will be more generally tried by hospital physi-
cians. It is my belief that in some cases it is the only chance left for
the patient.

There is one other point of some interest in connexion with this
case-viz., the nature of the first illness for which the patient was ad-
mitted into the hospital. Was she suffering from a very mild attack of
typhoid fever ? The thermometric observations and the short duration
of the attack seem opposed to this view ; and yet the patient, soon after
returning to her situation, falls ill again with well marked typhoid. I
ought to mention that it is very improbable that the patient could have
taken the disease in the hospital during her stay there, for there were
no cases of typhoid fever in the same ward with her. It appears that,
about four days before the patient first applied at the hospital, she had
paid a visit for the day to her relations at Lowestoft; but she assures
me that there was no illness in her father's house, the only one visited
by her when in Lowestoft. I have made careful inquiries at the house
in Bridge Street, Cambridge, where this young woman was servant,
and the mistress of the house informed me that there had been no
person ill in the house except E. M., my patient. Altogether, there-
fore, it is difficult to make out how and where this young woman be-
came infected with the typhoid poison.

I desire to state, in conclusion, that the house-physician rendered me
great assistance in giving the baths and in preserving accurate records
of the case.
P.S.-Since writing the above, I have seen it stated (BRITISH

MEDICAL JOURNAL, February 3rd, I872, p. 131) that hbemorrhage
from the bowels in typhoid fever, even if it be present in the slightest
degree, is a contraindication to the treatment by baths. The statement
is not borne out by the present case.

NATIONAL ORTHOP2EDIC HOSPITAL. -The second of a series of
concerts, in aid of the funds of the National Orthopoedic Hospital, was
given at the Beethoven Rooms, in Harley Street, on Wednesday even-
ing, December 4th. Among other artists who kindly gave their ser-
vices, Mr. Wilbye Cooper,' Mr. Augustus Tamplin, and Miss Alice Barth
delighted a crowded audience with their performances.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1872.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for i872 became due on January ist.
Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their respec.
tive Secretaries. Members of the Association not belonging to
Branches are requested to forward their remittances to Mr. FRANCIS
FOWKE, General Secretary, 37, Great Queen Street, London, W. C.

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH, 1872.

DEATH FROM.N cCHLOROFORM.
Wi, have been favoured by a correspondent vith a copy of the Barrow
and Eiurness Daily Times for -November 13th. It contains the repor
of an inquest hel(l on a labourer aged 28, who died under chloroform
administered for the purpose of painlessly amputating a thumb which
ha(l been crushed by an accident. The death took place at ten in the
morning; the inquest was held in the afternoon. There does not
appear to have been any post mortem examination, for none is ien-
tioned; nor are any post mzortem appearances detailed. The evidence was
a little unusual. Dr. Sinclair, the surgeon, stated that the man was
willing to have the operation done wtvithout an anresthetic. Chloroform was
a(dministered on a napkin. In a few minutes, the man began to struggle
a little; his face became suffused; his eyes were observed " to turn up
andi jerk". " I immediately removed the cloth, laid him on his side,
dreo forward his tongue, and sent for another medical man. He con-
tinued to breathe very heavily ten minutes or a quarter of an hour after
this. Dr. Schuster came in just before he died. Deceased did not
regain consciousness.. I sent to the North Lonsdale Hospital for a gal.
vanic apparatus." The witness further stated, in answer to questions,
' that there is a safer preparation than chloroform-chloral ; but it
is not given in place of chloroform by the medical profession." He
accounted for death by saying: " I believe the man died from the rup-
ture of a blood-vessel on the brain. There must have been some dis-
ease in the man himself, or else the chloroform pern se would not have
caused his death. I believe there would probably be some disease of
the kidneys."

This inquest only affords another examl)le of the singular results of
appointing as coroners, to conduct inquiries into the causes of death,
gentlemen entirely destitute of medical knowledge, and incapable of
testing the character of the evidence before them. It is certain that no
well-informed coroner would harve accepted evidence which guessed at the
causes of death in this rash way by supposing a rupture of a vessel on the
brain, anud imagining a disease of the kidney. An inquest without a
post mortem examination is, in such a case, so incomplete as to be
worthless for any ends, whether for information to justice or to science.
Nor can we feel satisfied to pass over this case without observing that,
although no culpability attaches to the operator, there are certain
considerations which arise out of his evidence which are of public im-
portance. In the first place, it is evident that the great number of
deaths from chloroform which have come to light in our pages since wve
have earnestly called for the publication of all such fatalities, ought to
inspire very great caution in administering it, and to ensure the adop-
tion of certain necessary precautions. The suddenness and the unfore.
seen nature of the accidents to which it gives rise make it eminently
necessary that it should never be administered (unless in cases of ex-
treme urgency, or in circumstances of exceptional character) by other than
a skilled assistant, who gives his whole attention to the administration
of the chloroform, and to watching the circulation, respiration, and
facial aspect of the patient; leaving the operator to attend to his own
responsible duties. The means of meeting accidents by galvanism
ought to be in every case prepared beforehand and ready for imme-
diate use. There should be no delay of a quarter of an hour in sending
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for such apparatus. The giving of chloroform is evidently a very
serious business, attended with fearful risks; and it ought no longer to
be undertaken lightly and as a matter of course for small operations.
It is open to very grave doubt whether it should be any longer habitually
administered for trivial causes and for such minor operations as may
safely be performed without anresthetics, or where the patient is willing
to endure the pain rather than incur the risk of death. If any anmes-
thetic be administered in such cases, it seems clear that, of three agents
to which our choice is at present limited-chloroform, ether, and
nitrous oxide gas-chloroform is that which ought to be rejected.
Nitrous oxide gas produces a very perfect insensibility, which may, by
a little practice in its administration, be maintained for a space of timne
varying from a minute up to a quarter of an hour or longer. Its records
show it to be thus far entitled, after an experience of some hun-
dred thousand cases, to be considered absolutely safe. Ether, pro-
perly adiministered, produces an insensibility not less complete, capable
of prolongation to any desired extent; and, so far as the testimony of a

great number of trustworthy witnesses can be accepted, it appears to be
very much less dangerous, very much less prone to destroy life, than
chloroform.
The conclusions at which uee arrive, after reading the report of this

case, are: I. That it would have been better not to have administered
chloroform at all; 2. That, if administered, it should have been under
the charge of a skilled assistant giving his whole attention to that duty;
3. That the apparatus for combating accidents arising from its inhala-
tion should have been readly at hand.
The records of chloroform-accidents week after week, such as may

now be found in our columns, give additional force to the argu-
ments and statements of those of our correspondents who have been
able to point to the much more favourable and harmless annals of
ether-administration. They give urgency also to our appeal to mem-
bers of the profession to give a full trial to the anzesthetic uses of ether,
for which much greater immunity from fatal accidents is claimed, and
to place on record the results of their experience.

CLUB-DOCTORS IN PORTUGAL.
THE defects which exist in the relations between the medical professioi
and the public in this country have been so often deemonstrated, that all
our readers must be familiar with them. While wtve keep them steadily
before us with a view to their amendment, it is interesting sometimes
to take a glance at the social position of the profession in other lands,
and to note those points in which its good fortune may call for our con-
gratulation, or its misfortunes for our sympathy.

Dr. Joaquim Namorado of Lisbon, a gentleman who appears to have
the interests of his profession at heart, has lately published in various
numbers of the Gazeta MAdi-a de Lisboa his views on the social aspects
of medicine. The complaint which runs through his remarks is one in
which we in England can sympathise-that the public take advantage
of the charity and forbearance of the medical profession to extort from
it services which are paid for either insufficiently or not at all. In the
Gaze/a of November I5th, he writes as follows.
" There is no incompatibility between the defence of professional in-

terests and the noble exercise of charity. The physician has to draw
the line of distinction between those individuals who require the solace
of charity, and those who, under its shadow, live at the cost of other
men's labour.

" Whenever patients plead poverty for the purpose of evading the
payment of fees, and at the same time spend in luxury what they thus
save, they commit a robbery on industry, and discourage the medical
profession from the exercise of charity. Those who can afford to pay
their medical advisers, ought to do so in such a way that the latter may
be able to maintain themselves, and at the same time he charitable.
In this way the social balance would be maintained. But there has
sprung up a singular method of having a doctor-without saying that
he is to attend patients gratuitously, and at the same time without giving
him a fair recompense. Mutual benefit societies have been formed -
and the idea which underlies them cannot but be approved, inasmuch

as it is that of mutual aid in sickness or disability. Viewed in this
light, such societies cannot be blamed. But some may go further,
and say that the societies are not to be interfered with in their career,
because on them falls the duty of watching over the interests of their mem-
bers and providing for the future. Nothing at first sight can be more rea-

sonable; but it often happens that the interests of one class gain the upper
hand at the expense of those of other classes, until-as naturally tends to
happen in the course of time-an equilibrium is restored.
"The mutual benefit societies for the most part exist with difficulty,

auth would have succumbed, if medical men, with their proverbial
charity, had not consented sometimes to labour gratuitously, sometimes
to wait for months for the receipt of the meagie salary, which in many
cases never comes into their hands at all."

Dr. Namorado complains of the exacting anl inconsiderate manner

in which the club members behave towards their rneelical men. " The
doctor", he says. ' has to travel miles, and is subject to the grossest
insults if he do not instantly hasten to the house of a club member who,
perhaps, thinks himself dangerously ill because be has some trifling
pain ; and the illustrious directors think that they (lo him a great favour
if they pay him his splendid salary. . Ilow often Nvc have secn a

rag-collector or shoemaker acting as director of one of these clubs, and
jtildging of the capability of the doctor ! HIow often v e have seen the
capability of the doctor measured by the strength of his legs, which
have carried him over a great distance to satisfy the capjrices of the ignor-
ant and insolent !"

This state of things, Dr. Namorado says, cannot continue ; and for
its amendment he advises association. " Medical men', he say.s, " must
associate and discuss their interests.W.... We are not averse to
benefit societies ; but let us combine to prevent therm from existing at our
cost. Let them pay proper regard to our interests ; and let them regu-
late their own in such a wvay that an equilibrium may be established,
and that there may be no enriching of some to the injury of others."

In a previous article, Dr. Namnorado complains of the injustice often
(lone to medical men in the matter of fees, and of the manner in which
professional services are demanded of them in the name of charity. lie
recommends the adoption of a tariff of fees ; and says further that " it
is indispensable that the mein-becs of the profession should combine for
thelprotection of those interests on which its independence and dignity
are fotunded."

It is evident fromt the remarks of IDr. -Naniorado, that our Portuguese
brethren have much to endure, in respect of w hich they mnerit sym-
pathy. At the same time, it is encouragiog to see that the writer of
the remarks which we have quoted points otit the right meais for recti-
fying the evils of 'which he spealks-association of the members of the
plr(ofession for the protection of its interests. Those here who knowv the
value of a manifestation of the e.prit die corps, w ill wtish him all success
in his endeavours to induce his professional countrymen to tinite for their
common good.

MEDICAL CERTIFIC.NThS-
OUR advertising columns bear testimony to-day to the sad conse-
quences in a case, to which we have already referred, of negligence
in signing certificates, which the law regards sternly (and with cause),
although there is no reason even to suspect any moral offence in the
circumstances. The papers this week record another i stance of similar
carelessness severely visited.

Mr. Robert Oke Clark, surgeon, of Farnhami, has been summoned
before the local magistrates for having signed a medical certificate re-
lating to a pauper lunatic without having first personally examined the
saidi lunatic. Mr. Poland, instructed by the solicitors to the Lunacy
Commissioners, appeared in support of the information. Mr. Clark
pleaded guilty. Mr. Clark, it appeared, in the first instance, signed a
certificate, in which he stated that he had personally examined the
lunatic, Sarah Forrester, in March i869, and found her a proper person
to be taken charge of and detained. This certificate, however, was not
valid, as the provisions of the Lunacy Act required that the certificate

657Dec. 14, 1872.] THE BRITISH MEDICAL _70URNAL.



7HEBRITISH 1872

should be signed and dated on the day on which the person was ex-
amined, or within seven days after that date. This having been pointed
out to Mr. Clark, he signed another certificate, which stated that he had
personally examined Sarah Forrester at an address mentioned, on the
9th of August last, although he had never seen her on that date, or on
any other day since March i869. The Chairman said the Bench felt
quite sure that, though this act was a grave error and a legal offence, no
moral wrong was intended. He fined the defendant /io, but, under
the circumstances, he would grant no costs, as the prosecution wvas by a
public body. Mr. Poland said the decision was such as he was happy
to be able to take.

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.
THE English Branch Council will meet on Wednesday, the i8th inst.,
for the transaction of ordinary business. It is very probable that the
question when the General Council will meet may become the subject
of conversation ; but wre have the best reason for knowing that no
definite time is fixed for such meeting, nor is it at all decided that any
movement towards medical legislation will be made in the present com-
plicated state of affairs. The Apothecaries' Society have addressed a very
clear and satisfactory letter to the Council, explanatory of the reasons
which led the Society not to persevere with a Bill enabling it to give its
adhesion to the Conjoint Examining Scheme-the explanation being an
intimation from the Government that a Bill of wider scope was in con-
temoplation.

M. POUCHET, celebrated as a leading champion of the doctrine of
spontaneous generation, has this week died in Paris.

THE President and Secretary of St. Thomas's Hospital Physical So-
ciety have issued cards for a microscopical soirde on Thursday.

DR. MEYMOTT TIDY has been appointed Medical Officer of Health
for the Islington district.

A NEW monthly Journal, under the name of Ii Galvani, is to be
published at Urbino in Italy next year. It is to be specially devoted to
electro-therapeutics.

THE Actonian Prizes of ro15 each have been adjudicated to Mr. B.
Thompson Lowne of the Middlesex Hospital, and the Rev. G. Ilenslow
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, for essays on the Theory of the Evolu-
tion of Living Beings.

THE Transactions of the Odontological Society for November (vol.
v, No. i) contain the text of the report of the Committee of the Society
on the merits of nitrous oxide as an anaesthetic, of which we have
already given a brief abstract.

AT St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Mr. Holmes Coote's illness has for
some months incapacitated him from attending to the duties of sur-
geon. Mr. T. Smith has been charged with the performance of his
duties; and Mr. Howard Marsh with those of assistant-surgeon.

A FLOATING HOSPITAL FOR CHEST-DISEASES.
To our numerous land-hospitals low down on the sea-coast and high
up in the mountains, is to be added now a new institution with very
many advantages, but with the single disadvantage of being only for
the benefit of the rich. Dr. V. Wallendorf (Wiener Jiet. Piesse) esta-
blishes a hospital for chest-diseases this winter on a screw propeller,
which is to journey out late in the autumn from Cuxhaven beyond
Gibraltar and along the coast to Malta, if the weather be fair, and to
return again in the beginning of April. The vessel is to be specially
prepared for its purpose, is to have a competent physician on board,
and the patients are to be allowed to make land-sorties as long as pos-
sible in several stations of mild climate.

BRIGHT S DISEASE AT THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY.

THERE was a very full attendance at the meeting of the Royal Medi-
cal and Chirurgical Society on Tuesday evening, to hear Dr. George
Johnson's paper on the Pathology of Chronic Bright's Disease with
Contracted Kidney, with special reference to the theory of Arterio-
Capillary Fibrosis. Dr. Johnson argued that the hyaline fibroid de-
posit, described by Sir William Gull and Dr. Sutton in their paper read
in the last session of the Society, was due to the alteration produced in
the outer coat of the arterioles by the glycerine and camphor water in
which their preparations were put up. He exhibited several micro.
scopic specimens in support of his opinion. In the discussion, Dr.
Dickinson, Dr. Charlton Bastian, Dr. Sankey, Dr. Sibson, Dr. Anstie,
Dr. Broadbent, and other members took part; and it was resolved on
the proposal of Dr. Sibson, seconded by Dr. Quain, that the Council
of the Society should be requested to nominate a Committee to investi-
gate the matter, and, if possible, arrive at a decision as to the appa-
rently opposite views held by Dr. Johnson on the one hand, and Sir
William Gull and Dr. Sutton on the other.

CONJOINED TWINS.
A SPECIMEN of twins, conjoined at the chest and abdomen, was lately
shown by Dr. Sangalli at a meeting of the Lombard Institute. The
union was somewhat more extensive than in the case of the Siamese
twins. It does not appear from the notice before us, whether the indi-
viduals were alive or dead.

THE STATISTICS OF CHOLERA IN ST. PETERSBURG.
AT a meeting of the Epidemiological Society, held on the I ith instant,
Inspector-General Lawson, President, in the chair, Dr. Mouat, C.B.,
well known for his researches in the cholera statistics of India and
Russia, delivered an interesting paper on "Medical Statistics with
especial reference to cholera and syphilis." After some preliminary
observations, he dwelt especially upon the question of endemicity of
cholera in St. Petersburg, and gave an interesting sketch of the plans
adopted by the Russian authorities for the investigation and preven-
tion of this disease. He clearly showed that, although cholera was not
generated in St. Petersburg, when it arrived there it found a most
comfortable home, for everything had been provided for its reception;
to show this, Dr. Mouat exhibited a beautiful map of St. Petersburgh,
and explained how, in order to obviate some of the inconveniences
occasioned by the ice, a network of canals had been constructed through-
out the city, which, while they fulfilled one requirement, had in reality
created a greater and a graver evil than the one which they were in-
tended to remove-this was the evil incidental to open sewers. In fact,
the author dwelt particularly upon the incalculable mischief to the pub-
lic health that this canal expedient had created. St. Petersburg was

surrounded and pervaded in every direction by open drains, which
lowered the vitality of the citizens and gave every encouragement to
epidemics, especially cholera. Dr. Mouat regretted that the education
of the medical man was so generally neglected as to the higher branches
of knowledge, and notably as to mathematics. He considered that
mathematics would give his mind greater logical powers and enable
him to reason more closely than he was wont to do upon the multi-
tudes of facts which the statistics of disease presented to himn. Dr.
Buchanan asked whether the subsoil theory of Pettenkofer had re-

ceived any attention at the hands of the Russian authorities; to which
a negative reply was given. Mr. Radcliffe, in proposing a vote of
thanks to Dr. Mouat, fully endorsed his opinion with regard to the value
of mathematics ; and then alluded to the overwhelming mass of facts
which we possessed, but which seem to be almost useless, from a

want of power to arrange them. He alluded also to the transmission
of cholera by railways; and Dr. -Mouat observed that Dr. Pelikan was

preparing a paper upon that subject. Mr. Haviland, in seconding Mr.
Radcliffc's vote of thanks, begged to ask Dr. Mouat if, in the map
proposed to be made to show the geographical distribution of cholera
in India, attention would be made to the distribution of the water-
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supply, further observing that, so far as his own investigations were~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
supply, further observing that, so far as his own investigations were

concerned (which were illustrated by a map of the relative mortality at

the military stations for the ten years I860-i869), the death-rate was

greatly influenced by the water-supply; in fact, that the mortality,

at the military stations and amongst the natives, was in the direct

of the amount of exposure of the water-supply to external contamina-

tion. A cordial vote of thanks was accorded after a brief discussion.

A VALUABLE PRIZE.

THE Riberi triennial prize of 20,000 lire (£8oo) has been awarded

Dr. Giuseppe Corradi, director of the surgical clinic at Florence,

four works on the Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs, three

which are as yet unpublished.

INFANT LIFE PROTECTION BILL.

AT the last meeting of the Metropolitan Board of Works, Mr. Newton,

Chairman of the Works Committee, brought up a report recommend-

ing that communications be addressed to the Commissioner of Police,

the several vestries and district boards, and the boards of guardians,

informing them that the board, upon receiving any intimation

them as to any infraction of the provisions of the Infant Life Protec-

tion Act, will be prepared to take steps to enforce the law. This

agreed to.

ABUSES OF LUNATICS.

ACCORDING to the Brussels correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazelte,
Belgian Minister of Justice has laid a Bill before the Chamber

remedying the abuses in lunatic asylums. The medical attendants

to be nominated by the Government, to be dependent on it for

tenure of office; and their salaries are to be fixed by the Government,

at the charge of the proprietors of the respective asylums. The

willhave to deposit securities in money, the amount tobe fixed by

Government, in order to provide the funds for carrying out at once

improvements which the Government may eventually think necessary.

If the Government wish to close an ill-conducted asylum, its adminis-

tration is to be undertaken by the Government until all the patients

it have been provided for elsewhere.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

THE health of London continues exceptionally good, and the rate of

deaths in the metropolis last week was lower than that of every

large town. The annual rates of mortality periooo of the population

in the following places were-London,i9; Portsmouth, Wolverhamp-

ton, and Nottingham, 20; Bristol, Edinburgh, and Leicester, 21

Sheffield and Newcastle-on-Tyne, 22; Salford, 23; Glasgow and

wich, 26; Dublin, Liverpool, and Birmingham, 27; Leeds and

derland, 28; Hull, Manchester, and Bradford, 29; and Oldham, 32.

THE MEDICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN.

THE Pall Mall Gazette has the following from a medical correspon-

dent.-The medical education of women will shortlybe placed upon

solid foundation in the city of Boston,IJ.S.A., by the New England

Female Medical College being made a branch ofHarvard University.

Among the great universities of the New World, Harvard is well

as the oldest, the wealthiest, and the most celebrated, so that no

for complaint will remain to English-speaking people on the other side

of the Atlanticwhen the medical degrees of Harvard are as freely ac-

cessible to women as to men. Probably, also, the enlightened

thus taken by the New Englanders will materially influence the

tude of our own university authorities in reference to this question.

arrangement just completed between the trustees of the New England

Female Medical College and the overseers of Harvard University, the

women's college becomes the female medical department of the uni-

versity, bringing with it as dower property and endowments amounting

in value to about£30,oo0. This arrangement is now only awaiting

formal ratification by the Massachusetts Legislature, an Act of which

is necessary in order to make valid the transfer of the property to Har-

vard; and thereupon the university, having assumed the trusts and

sponsibilities connected with the women's college, will appoint the
professorial staff, regulate the courses of study, and confer upon suc-
cessful students the Harvard degrees. The Female Medical College,
with all its endowments present and future, will be reserved absolutely
and administered exclusively for the medical education of women, but
in all respects, beyond that of working in a separate collegiate build-
ing, the women students will be dealt with by the university on pre-
cisely the same footing as the men students. The present building of
the New England Female Medical College is a handsome edifice located
in one of the best parts of the city of Boston, and uninjured by the re-

cent fire. It was completed and opened in November I870, and is in
every respect admirably adapted for the purposes of a complete medical
school, while the students will have ample opportunities for clinical
practice at the City Hospital, from which the college is separated only
by the width of a street. Some of your readers will be interested to
know that attached to the women's college there are a large number of
scholarships freely open to all comers who possess a sound preliminary
education, and that information as to these scholarships and other
matters may be obtained in this country by inquiries addressed to the
lady secretary of the Female Medical Society, I64, Great Portland
Street, London, W. I understand that this important and satisfactory
settlement of the women's medical education question in the New Eng-
land States is owing chiefly to the initiation and personal effort of Dr.
Elizabeth Abbott Carleton, M.D., a lady of independent means, who
has devoted herself to the practice of medicine, and is now staying in
London in order to acquire special proficiency in the treatment of dis-
eases of the skin and diseases of the eye. The proposal met with
prompt support from Dr. Elliott, the distinguished president of Harvard
University, and the settlement has been generally approved of by the
medical profession in Boston.

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.

AMONG the candidates for admission to the Royal Medical Benevolent
College at the next election, are sons of Mr. Holmes Coote, lately, and
indeed still nominally, surgeon of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and of
Mr. Baker Brown. Mr. Holmes Coote has for some little time been
suffering from general paralysis-a sad announcement, which needs
nothing of comment. Popular, able, and even distinguished, as an
anatomist and a surgeon, the later years of Mr. Coote's life have been
clouded by misfortune. We have abstained from referring to the
illness of Mr. Coote during its progress, and to the changes which it
introduces into the staff of St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Mr. Coote's
family is, unhappily, now without means of support; and we feel sure
that his old friends and pupils will not fail to give consideration to the
claims of his son to the benefits of the charity. Mr. Baker Brown is
also now reduced to helplessness; and his son, too, appeals-.and will
not, we think, appeal in vain-for support at the next election. It is
more than ordinarily distressing to find these two names on the list of
applicants.

ARMY MEDICAL DISTINCTIONS.
THE Londuz Gazette of the 3rd instant contained the following notice.

"Staff Assistant-Surgeon John Dallas Edge, 1M.D., to be promoted
staff-surgeon, in recognition of his gallant services when engaged
against the Indians at Orange Walk, British Honduras, as soon as he
has qualified for the superior grade, in accordance with Article 337of
the Royal Warrant of December 27,I870."

It will be remembered that the lieutenant commanding an outpost in
Honduras, recently attacked by Indians, was disabled by a severe
wound early in the day; and that Dr. Edge, the only officer remaining,
then took the direction of the troops, and ultimately repulsed the
enemy. Much as we admire the bravery displayed by Dr. Edge, we
regret to see the manner in which it has been rewarded. He has only
been one year in the Army Medical Service; and there are more than
five hundred assistant-surgeons above him, some of whom have been
fifteen and sixteen years in the same service. His promotion over the
heads of this number will retard their promotion proportionably; and
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thus, instead of the Government rewarding Dr. Edge, it will simply be
at the expense of his compeers that he is rewarded. But what we

chiefly regret to note in the matter, is the superior merit attached to

physical courage in the officers of the Medical Department of the

Army, as compared with professional superiority. Some of the

assistant-surgeons whom Dr. Edge will step over have distinguished

themselves by high professional attainments and the discharge of very

trying professional duties, but no such advantage as promotion has

been given to them. The absurdity and injustice of the system of

reward adopted in the present instance would be only made fully mani-

fest, if a junior lieutenant in the army were to be promoted over all the

senior lieutenants because he had made an excellent cure of some

severe attack of disease. The reward to Dr. Edge for his bravery

should have been a Companionship of the Bath, the Victoria Cross, or

some other similar badge of military merit.

EDIBLE AND POISONOUS MUSHROOMS.

A WRITER in the American [World of Science, under the initials W. G.

S., gives the following concise account of the difference between the

edible mushroom and the poisonous fungi resembling it. First and

foremost, the true mushroom (Agaricus campe sris) is invariably found
among grass in rich open pastures, and never in or about stumps or in

woods. Many cases of poisoning have occurred, owing to the sup-

posed mushrooms being gathered from stumps' and in woods. It is true

there is a certain variety found in woods and woody places (A. salvicola),
but, as far as amateurs are concerned, it is best left alone. A second
very good point is the peculiar intense purple-brown colour of the
spores (which are analogous to seeds); the ripe and fully matured mush-

room derives the intense purple-brown colour (almost black) of its gills

from the innumerable presence of these spores. To see these spores,

and to become acquainted with the peculiar colour, remove the stem

from a mushroom, and lay the upper portion, with the gills lowermost,

on a sheet of writing-paper; in a few hours the spores will be deposited
in a thick, dark, impalpable powder. Several dangerous species, at

times mistaken for this mushroom, have these spores umber-brown, or

pale umber-brown, in colour, and belong to Phaliota or Nebelorna.
There are innumerable varieties of the true mushroom (and of the

horse-mushroom), but all are equally good for the table. Sometimes

the top is white and soft, like kid-leather; at other times it is dark

brown and scaly. Sometimes, on being cut or broken, the mushroom
changes colour to yellow, or even bright red; at other times, no other
change whatever takes place. But, observe, the mushroom always
grows in pastures; always has dark purple-brown spores; always has

a perfect encircling clothy colour; and always gills which do not touch

the stem, and a top with an overlapping edge.

A NEW RULE FOR DOSES.

DR. E. H. CLARKE, writing in the Boston Medical and Surgical 7ozmwnal
for September 26th, remarks that the doses given in works on materia

medica for the administration of medicines are intended for adults of

average health and strength. These average doses are of course varied

by the physician, when prescribing, so as to suit differences of age, dis-

ease, sex, temperament, idiosyncrasy, and the like. Of the various
modifying circumstances that affect the dose, age has always been

recognised as the most important, as it is the most obvious one.

Several schemes or rules, intended to aid the memory in apportioning

doses to different ages, have been proposed. Two are commonly re-

ferred to as the best. One is the table of Gaubius, according to which,

the dose for an adult being (for example) one drachm, the amount is

gradually diminished till the dose for a child a year old is five grains.

The other rule is that of Dr. Young, according to which, " for children

under twelve years, the dose of most medicines must be diminished in

the proportion of the age to the age increased by twelve; thus, at two

-2

years to 4-viz., 2-+ = I. At twenty-one the full dose may be

given." Physiological experiment has shown that the weight of ani-

mals is not only as important an element in apportioning doses of

drugs as age, but is probably more important. Dr. Fraser, of Edin-
burgh, has shown that the minimum lethal dose of sulphate of physo-
stigmia for rabbits is 0.04 grain for every pound. M. Claude Bernard
has called attention to the fact that in physiological experiments the
dose should vary with the weight of the animal. Clinical observation,
Dr. Clarke further says, shows that in the administration of remedies
the dose should vary with the weight of the patient in order to obtain
the best therapeutical result. He therefore recommends the following
rule. Assuming the average weight of an adult to be one hundred and
fifty pounds, for whom an appropriate dose is e. g. one drachm, the dose
of most medicines must be increased or diminished in the proportion
of the weight of the patient to that number of pounds. This propor-
tion is represented by a fraction, whose numerator is the patient's
weight and whose denominator is 150. If a child at birth weigh six
pounds, the appropriate dose for it would be TSO' or -A- ; if it weigh
ten pounds, o or -!-. A child two years old, weighing twenty
pounds, would require -1%, or about 7 of an adult dose; or, more pre-
cisely, 75 A person whose weight is two hundred pounds should
have 2 0 0, or i I of an average adult dose. A child twelve years old,
weighing seventy-five pounds, would require -,-55, or I of an average
dose. The modifications of the average dose, demanded by a patient's
idiosyncrasy, disease, and other conditions than age or weight, are not,
of course, met by the above rule.

EATING DIRT.
IT is a common opinion that even in the most civilised communities it
is not easy to avoid one's peck of dirt; and some individuals manifest
quite a peculiar talent for it, and go through the operation with a readi-
ness and grace which seem to imply a suppressed inclination for the
practice. Dr. Frank Galt, of Iquitos, Peru, describes quite a devour-
ing passion for it to prevail among the mestizoes, or half-breeds of the
Upper Amazon. His account is very interesting. Dirt-eating becomes
an irresistible passion.
Even strangers, English, or the white Peruvian, who have married

with the mestizo, and have had children by them, find its presence
among their little ones the plague of their life ; and the accounts one
hears about the tyranny of this habit of dirt-eating on the victims of it
would seem almost fabulous, were there not evidences all around one
to give sanction to them. Children commence the habit from the time
they are four years old, or less, and frequently die from the results in
two or three years. In other cases, they grow to manhood or woman-
hood with the " appetite growing by what it feeds on," and I have
seen here myself, in the case of a mestizo soldier, who was dying from
the dysentery which generally, sooner or later, supervenes on this habit,
the poor creature, half an hour before his death, detected with a lump
of clay stuffed in his sunken cheeks, which he had dragged from the wall
near where he was almost breathing his last. Officers here who have
the Indian or half-breed children as servants in their employ sometimes
have to use wire masks to keep them from putting the clay to their
mouths ; and women, as they lie in bed sleepless and restless, will pull
out pieces of mud from the adjoining walls of their room to gratify
their strange appetite, or will soothe a squalling brat by tempting it
with a lump of the same material. If persisted in, the eftects are surely
fatal, at varying terms of years, some living tolerably to middle age,
and then dying with dysentery, or from that disease at an earlier period.
In the children dropsy is usually the most prominent apparent cause
of decline and death.

CHOLERA RECORD.
IN consequence of another outbreak of cholera at Taka and the vicinity,
a quarantine of ten days is imposed on all vessels arriving at Suez from
places on the African coast of the Red Sea, and the embarkation
of pilgrims from Africa is prohibited at Egyptian ports. This is not,
however, to apply to traders, though these are not to ba allowed to
enter Lower Egypt vi& the Nile. It appears that the present outbreak
dates from the middle of October, from which time to the end of the
month 145 deaths are stated to have occurred.-Arrivals in Egypt from
the Hedjaz are reported to be admitted to free pratique. It is sup-
posed that this is in consequence of the authorities at Jeddah having
taken precautionary steps in the matter.-It is reported that cholerar
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made its appearance at Teheran about the middle of August, and that
the deaths have amounted to about 200 per diem. -Cholera is reported
to have totally disappeared at Pesth and Buda. -The following are par-
ticulars of attacks in the Government of Bessarabia, in South Russia:
from September 25th to October i9th, 1,020 attacks and 4oo deaths.
-The Ottoman Board of Health have had erected for them a new and
handsome office on the site of the old building in Galata; and on the
recent occasion of its being taken possession of, the president on that
occasion stated that a lazaretto for the Bosphorus was all but com-
pleted, and that other lazarettos for quarantine purposes would also
be built, in addition to huts on several places on the Danube.-
Cholera has broken out in Moravia. The disease has been im-
ported into the commune of Stitna by a patient from Russian Poland,
and into the commune of Slawitschin by a workman returning from
Pesth. In the first named commune, two out of three patients attacked
with the disease have died.

HOSPIrAL SUNDAY.
A MEETING to further the object of Hospital Sunday was held at the
Mansion House on Wednesday. Very little was done, beyond the ap-
pointment of a committee to act with the Lord Mayor to communicate
with the authorities of the different charities and fix a day for a public
meeting. It is expected that some detailed arrangements will be then
made as to the mode of carrying out a Hospital Sunday.

COMMITTEE ON TRANSFUSION.
IT; must be admitted that it is highly desirable to obtain further in-
formation on the subject of transfusion, and to collect, for the sake of
comparison, the results of the different methods of performing the
operation. We are, therefore, glad that a Committee of the Obste-
trical Society, with Dr. Hall Davis as Chairman, and Dr. Madge as
Secretary, has been formed for that purpose. The members of the
Committee propose to meet frequently at the Society's Rooms, 291,
Regent Street, and will gladly receive any communications on the
subject.

PRIZES OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.
AT the annual meeting of the Academy of Sciences in Paris on No-
vember 25th, the following prizes were awarded. For i870: BErant
Prize: a recompense of 5000 francs to M. Chauveau, for his " Re-
searches on Virus." IJpontyon Prize: 2500 fi-ancs to M. Grehant,
for his " Physiological and Medical Researches on Human Respira-
tion"; a like sum to M. Blondlot of Nancy for a series of memoirs
on debated questions in medicine, toxicological chemistry, and physio-
logy; and honourable mention, with 1500 francs, to M. Berenger-
Feraud for his " Treatise on Direct Immobilisation of the Fragments
in Fracture"; the same to M. Duclaut for an account of three cases of
Vesico-vaginal Fistula treated successfully; and also to M. Leon Colin,
for his Treatise on Intermittent Fever. M. Raimbert, M. Bucquoy, M.
Hayem, and MM. Krishaber and Peter, received honourable mention.-
The Godard Prize was awarded to MT. Jacques Joly for his essay on
Cancer of the Prostate; and honourable mention to Dr. Puech for his
treatise on Atresia. The prize for Experimental Physiology was awarded
to M. Chantron for " Observations on the Natural History of Crabs,"
and to M. Gris for a memoir on the " Medulla of Woody Plants"; M.
Mehay received honourable mention for his " Studies of the Sugar.
Beet." MM. Cheron and Goujon received an "encouragement" for
their Researches on the Functional Properties of the Nerves and
Muscles during Intrauterine Life. The Barbier Prize was awarded to
M. Duquesnel for his work on Crystallised Aconitine.-For 1871:
Brianl Prize: 2500francs each to MM. Grimaud (de Caux) and Tho-
lozan; and honourable mention to Dr. Bourgogne, jun. The Chaussier
Prize of Io,ooofrancs fell to the share of M. Tardieu, for his works on
legal medicine.--ilkontyon Prizes: 2500francs to MM. Lancereaux and
Lakerbauer (pathological anatomy); 2500 francs to M. Chassagny
(forceps) ; I200 francs to MM. Coze and Feltz (infectious diseases);
to Dr. Jousset (studies on the scorpion) ; to Dr. Decaisne (pathology);

and to Dr. Despres (ulceration of the cervix uteri). Honourable men-
tion was accorded to Dr. Victor Fumouze (absorption spectrum of
blood) and to Dr. Bergeret (changes of the bile and urine). The Godard
Prize was awarded to Dr. Mauriac for studies on reflex neuralgia, symp-
tomatic of blennorhagic inflammation of the testes and epididymis.

OBSTETRICS IN THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.
DR. CHARLES H. WETMORE, who has been twenty-two years resident
in Hawaii, describes in the Bzfalo Medical and Surgical _7ournal the
native obstetrical practice. When the period of utero-gestation is
nearly completed, many of them drink freely of a mucilage prepared
from the inner bark of the " Haw" or Hibiscus tree, much as some
American women drink of a nostrum intended to prepare the system
to do its duty properly at such a period. When labour is fairly com.
mencing, the patient assumes a sitting posture upon a hard pillow or
stone, with her husband or some other intimate male or female friend,
resting upon his or her knees behind her, whose duty it is to grasp
her above the abdomen in such a way that he or she can press down
with considerable force upon the uterus and its contents, never relaxing
this grasp to allow the fcetus to recede. The accoucheur's position is
in front. He (or usually she) has but little to do but receive the child.
If the case be at all tedious or prolonged, they imagine it a " cross-
birth", or that the child is dead, or something else, never certain what
presentation exists until the head or some other part shows itself ex-
ternally. They seldom allow the cord to be tied or cut until the after-
birth comes away. To effect its speedy removal, which they regard as
very desirable and necessary, they place the mother in a semi-erect
posture, with the pelvis thrown backwards and the knees partly flexed,
the midwife at the same time supporting the child. At this juncture
the patient thrusts her fingers into her fauces to produce nausea or
vomiting: this causes spasmodic expulsive action in the uterus, result-
ing not unfrequently in the immediate birth of the placenta and its
membranes. If such be not the result, there is more or less anxiety.
The woman retains her erect position, and is " lomied" over the womb
and abdomen (a sort of kneading, squeezing operation, generally per-
formed with the hands of the attendant) until the " flowing" is moderate
or almost ceases. She is then conducted to a stream, or large container
of water, where she is washed down secundumin ar/em, and re-dressed
to return to the house and its promiscuous inhabitants. Children and
all are often allowed to witness the performance, and think no more
of it than they would if it were occurring among the ordinary animal
kingdom. This is partly owing to the fact that the common native
thatched house has but one room. Curtains are used to form their
departments, and these are not always "kapu" (taboo). The water
there is never at a very low temperature; and this bathing process is not
usually injurious to these amphibious beings; and only in one instance
have I known a serious result follow the erect posture and practice de-
scribed above. After returning to her " hikie" or bed, the " loming"
process is resumed, and kept up for half-an-hour or more until the
pain ceases and the womb is reduced to nearly its normal size. If
"after-pains" come on, they give orange-leaf tea almost ad libitumn
(this did not originate with the Hawaiians). They repeat the loming
daily, and several times a day where there is pain or enlargement of
the uterus, without inflammation. When milk begins to secrete, if
there be hardness or pain, each gland is "lomied" until the hardness
and pain nearly or entirely passes away : this softens down the parts
so that the child can more easily perform its duty; and there is very
little danger of sore nipples and " broken breasts" where this practice
is properly and thoroughly performed. Usually no aperient is taken,
and no restriction as to diet adopted. The child is often, during the first
two days of its postparturient life, given to a " wet nurse" to obtain its
nourishment, particularly if it have spells of crying. The mother is
required to drink from a pint to a quart of cold water as soon as the
" kaiewe" (the placenta) is removed, in order to wash away all that is
deleterious. The mother is usually up and about in twenty-four
hours.
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SCOTLAND.

THE Edinburgh Royal Infirmary has been left a legacy of £4,000.
THE new Fever House of the Aberdeen Royal Infirmary is now par-

tially occupied.
IN consequence of the illness of Lady Beaconsfield, the installation

of Mr. Disraeli as Lord Rector of the University of Glasgow has been

postponed.
DR. BEVERIDGE, Dr. Patrick Nicol, and Dr. John Traill have been

elected Examiners in Medicine in the University of Aberdeen.

INFIRMARY FOR STIRLING.
THE proposal to erect Infirmary and Dispensary buildings at Stirling
is beginning to assume a practical shape. It is probable that, in the
course of the next year, buildings will be commenced on the Gowan
Hills, at the west end of Gowan Street.

EDINBURGH MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

THEfollowing office-bearers have been elected for the ensuing year. Pre-

sident: P. D. Handyside, M.D. Vice-Preridents: J. Lister, Esq., F.R.S.;
R. Paterson, M.D.; P. H. Watson, M.D. Councillors: Dr. Gordon,
Dr. J. Sibbald, Dr. J. R. B. Cunynghame, Dr. W. Craig, Dr. Sin-
clair, J. H. Pridie, Esq., Dr. M'Kendrick, and Dr. Cadell. Treasurer:
Joseph Bell, M.D. Secretaries: C. Muirhead, M.D.; J. Chiene, MD.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF EDINBURGH.
AT the annual election meeting of the College on December 5th, the

following office-bearers were elected for the ensuing year. President:
R. Paterson, M.D. Couxcil: R. B. Malcolm, M.D.; Alexander Wood,
M.D.; A. H. Douglas, M.D.; W. H. Lowe, M.D.; J. M. Duncan,
M.D.; W. Sanders, M.D. Vice-President: A. H. Douglas, M.D.
Examiners. Drs. Bell, Douglas, R. Paterson, Wright, Keiller, Pattison,
Cumming, Duncan, Haldane, G. W. Balfour, Struthers, Ritchie,
Stewart, Linton, Muirhead, A. Macdonald, Fraser, and Gamgee.
Treasurer: S. Somerville, M.D. Secretary: D. R. Haldane, M.D.
Curator ofMuseum: T. R. Fraser, M.D. Librarian: W. Cumming,
M.D. Registrar of Applicantfor Licence: D. R. Haldane, M.D.

CONVERSAZIONE OF THE MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY OF
EDINBURGH.

THE hall of the Freemasons in George Street was crowded on Tues-
day evening, on the occasion of a very brilliant and successful conver-

sazione given by Dr. Handyside, President of the Medico-Chirurgical
Society. Besides the Jeite of the profession in and around Edinburgh, the
Right Hon. the Lord Provost, and some of the most distinguished legal,
clerical, and other professional gentlemen of the district, were present.
The arrangements of works of science and art were admirably carried
out. Some of the objects were of very considerable interest, and none

more curious than an old actinia of no less remarkable age than powers
of reproduction. The specimen was exhibited in a glass jar, in which
it had resided since i828. It had given birth, during its forty-four years
of confinement, to a vast number of youngsters. The animal's powers
of increase appear in nowise diminished, for it presented its present
owner, Dr. McBain, with another brood this month. Amongst the ex-
hibitors were Dr. MacLagan, Dr. Littlejohn, Dr. Dewar, Dr. J. H.
Balfour, Dr. M'Kendrick, Dr. Bell Pettigrew, and others. The
evening passed off in every way most successfully.

THE LADY MEDICAL STUDENTS: THE EDINBURGH INFIRMARY
INTERDICT.

THE ladies have gained the day on this question. The Court of
Session on Saturday gave their decision. Their lordships unanimously
adhere to the interlocutor of Lord Jerviswoode in so far as it found a

single partner of a firm entitled to vote at the annual meetings of the
General Court of Contributors to the Royal Infirmary in respect of the
qualifying contribution of the firm. The Court, however, recall the

portion of the interlocutor of the Lord Ordinary, finding that such indi-
vidual partners of contributing firms voting at such meetings required
to have written mandates from their firms, and have declared that no
mandate is required. The judgment on composite votes is to the
effect that all the contributors may vote whenever the amount of the
joint contribution, when divided by the number of its contributors,
shall be such as to qualify each of them to vote in respect of the quotient
contribution so obtained. Their lordships stated that they would pro-
nounce an interlocutor in certain special cases referred to them, and in
the meantime found for the respondents in the matter of expenses.
The report of the Committee appointed by the Infirmary managers to
consider the question of the admission of lady students to the Infirm-
ary, will be brought up at the first meeting of the Managing Board on
Monday, the i6th instant.

IRELAND.
A PROJECT is on foot to resume the publication ofan Hospital Gazette

in Dublin, containing only original scientific matter. It would be
published twice a month, would consist of sixteen pages only, and would
be issued at an annual subscription of half-a-guinea.

A DUBLIN correspondent writes :-It is now three months since we
have had a fine day; nevertheless Sir John Gray and our conscript
fathers, the Corporation-nearly half of whom are publicans-are
fining us incontinently for waste of water. They say we waste nine
millions of gallons daily; although it is asserted that ioo,oooooo of
gallons go off by the bye-wash at the reservoir.

SUPERANNUATION.
AT a recent meeting of the Tralee Board of Guardians, Captain Rowan
moved that £27 12s. 8d., being two-thirds of his emolument for vac-
cination and registration, on the average for three years ending June
30th, 1872, be allowed to Dr. Fitzmaurice, in addition to the sum of
£66 I3s. 4d. already sanctioned. Mr. Rea seconded the resolution,
which was adopted.

ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.
THE fiftieth annual meeting of the Ulster Medical Society was held in
Belfast, on November 27th. The chair was occupied by the President,
Dr. Johnston. In alluding to the medical school of Belfast, he said that
there were at present nearly 200 students attending the classes in the
Queen's College; of these, 125 were in attendance on the General Hos-
pital. The president regretted the apathy shown towards the Medical
Benevolent Fund, both by the profession and the public; and thought
it should have the very strongest claims upon their sympathies. When
he read of the miserable pittances which were dealt out to the widows
and orphans of medical men who had fallen at their post of duty, with-
out being able to leave provision for their families, he felt ashamed of
the little that had been done. He had much pleasure in handing to
the treasurer £100, his contribution to the Medical Benevolent Fund.

PAYMENT IN EMERGENCIES.
AT the last meeting of the Cork Board of Guardians, the following
resolutions were passed unanimously. " That, whenever the relieving
officers of the Cork Electoral Divisions receive a written request from
any of the medical officers of that division for additional assistance in
cases of emergency, they be directed to obtain the best and nearest
assistance when it can be had on payment of one guinea." " That, as
the Cork Dispensary officers have refused to accept a fee of ios. 6d. in
each case when called in for consultation with any of their brethren,
and as the Local Government Board have decided that they cannot be
required to attend outside their subdistricts without payment, the reso-
lution, dated September 5th, i872, fixing the scale of remuneration at
ics. 6d., be rescinded, and that a fee of one guinea be paid in future
to whatever doctor may be called in to assist the Dispensary doctors in
cases of emergency."
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THE DRUITT TESTIMONIAL FUND.

MA. HAYNES WALTON, the Treasurer, begs to acknowledge the receipt
of the following subscriptions since Wednesday, November 27th.

£s. £. s.d.
Dr. Du Lac (Herault) - 21 o o Messrs.Hedges &Butler 2 2 0
Dr. Bissett Hawkins - IO IO o Dr. Peter Allen - 2 2 0
Mr. Prescott Hewett - IO IO o Mr. E. Lund (Manches-
Mr. R. B. Oakeley - lo o o ter) - - 2 2 0
Mr. George Lawson - 5 5 o Dr. Cahill - - 2 2 0
iMr. B. E. Brodhurst - 5 5 o Dr. E. A. Parkes
Dr. WV. T. Gairdner (S outhamptom) . 2 2 0

(Glasgow) - - 5 5 o Dr. John Macpherson - 2 2 0
MIessrs. Auld, Burton, Mr. T. B. Curling 2 2 0
and Co. - - 5 5 o General Gascoigne - 2 0 0

Mr. Wm. Acton . 5 5 o Mrs. Gascoigne I o o
Mr. John Wood - 3 3 o Mr. C. Vasey - I I 0
Mr. Liebreich - 3 3 o Dr. Cooper Rose - I I
The Earl of Cawdor 2 2 o Dr. Robert Barnes - I I 0
Dr. T. B. Sanderson - 2 2 o Mr. Henry Harris (Red-
Mr. A. Norton - 2 2 0 ruth) - - I 0
Mr. Fleming (Brighton) 2 2 o Mr. A. Browning
Dr. W. S. Playfair - 2 2 0 (Lewes) - . I I 0
Dr. Wm. Farr . 2 2 o Dr. WV. Pretty . o io 6
Mr. XV. Johnson Smith

(Greenwich) - 2 2 0
Dr. P. Allen, in last week's list, should have been Dr. John Allan.
Subscriptions may be sent to the Treasurer, Mr. II.XValton, i, Brook

Street, Hanover Square; the Secretary, Mr. A. Norton, 6, Wimpole
Street; or may be placed to the account of the Druitt Testimonial
Fund, Union Bank, Argyll Street, Regent Street. Subscriptions will
be acknowledged weekly in one or more of the medical papers.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
LIVERPOOL.

[FRONI OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
T/he Liverpool Aledical Institution.

AT the second and third meetings of the session at the Medical Institu-
tion, the following interesting. cases were brought forward.

Dr. Carter described a case of Cancer of the Liver. The patient
came into the hospital for suppression of urine. Nothing abnormal
was discoverable, except enlargement of the liver; no pain, jaundice, or
symptoms pointing to cancer. He had never been confined to bed, and
had worked till a few days before his admission. He sank in eleven
days. The liver weighed ten and a quarter pounds, and was full of
cancerous nodules. There was also an aneurism of the thoracic aorta,
pressing backwards and eroding the vertebrae; it had ruptured into the
cavity of the chest. The patient had dropped down dead in the street,
having been known to have suffered for some time from aneurism.

Dr. Rawdon showed seven calculi, removed by him by Lateral Litho-
tomy from seven boys in the Children's Infirmary, each with complete
success. He also showed a girl whose elbow-joint he had excised in
consequence of straight bony ankylosis, with an useless arm, which had
supervened upon necrosis of the humerus, for which several operations
for removal of dead bone had previously been necessary. The move-
ments of the false joint were perfect.

Dr. Davidson showed a man from the Northern Hospital, presenting
a well marked example of Progressive Muscular Atrophy or Cruveil-
hier's Disease. The affection commenced eighteen months previously
with partial loss of extension in the middle finger, followed by gradual
loss of power in the forefinger and thumb; then in the ring and little
finger; and in six months dropping of the wrist, and subsequent weak-
ness in the arms, which for the last month had prevented him from fol-
lowing his employment (machine-fitting). The remarkable quivering
or vibration of small portions of the partially atrophied muscles was
very distinctly seen on exposure to cold on stripping. The man had
worked seven years prior to the commencement of the disease in a shop
where white and red lead were used, but he never had any symptoms
of lead-poisoning. There was no blue line on the gums, nor colic;
and this, with the gradual invasion of the paralysis, and its being pre-
ceded by atrophy, were sufficient to establish the diagnosis.
A second patient, with the same disease in a less advanced stage,

was at the same time shown by Dr. Dickinson.

A case of Chronic Inversion of the Uterus, successfully treated by
manipulation, was related by Dr. Wallace. The inversion occurred
after parturition, but was not detected until some weeks afterwards,
when Dr. Wallace was consulted in consequence of the appearance of
grave constitutional symptoms. The restoration of the uterus to its
normal position was effected without much difficulty by pressure with
the hand, and the patient rapidly recovered.

Dr. Davidson exhibited a specimen of Embolism of the Pulmonary
Artery, which had been diagnosed during life from the occurrence of
rigors and the sudden appearance of slight dulness and diminution of
the respiratory murmur at the base of the right lung. The patient had
been the subject of ulcerative inflammation of the lower urinary passage,
consequent upon gonorrhoea, going on to suppurative nephritis and
abscess in the neighbourhood of the bladder. There was thrombosis
of the cervical veins, whence a clot had been carried up through the
heart and into the lung. The embolon seemed to have been a long
cord-like piece, which had passed into a branch of the pulmonary
artery, and was arrested at the bifurcation of the vessel; the longer
limb of the fibrinous cord completely obstructing one arterial twig, and
the shorter one hanging loosely in the other.

Mr. Rushton Parker exhibited a specimen of (Esophageal Cancer
communicating with a cavity in the lung.

Dr. Glynn showed a specimen of Cancer of the Head of the Pan-
creas, obstructing the bile-duct, from a woman who had been suf-
fering for five months from ascites and extreme jaundice. Cholemic
poisoning and suppression of urine supervened.

Mr. Hamilton showed a Cancerous Tongue, removed from a man in
the Royal Southern Hospital five weeks ago, and now convalescent.
The large size of the diseased mass rendered it necessary to divide the
symphysis of the jaw, instead of the more usual method of bringing
the tongue through the floor of the mouth.

Dr. Finegan exhibited an enormous Colloid Cancer of the Omentum
from a woman who has presented all the appearances of ovarian dis-
ease. Gastrotomy was performed, and six quarts of fluid escaped from
the abdominal cavity, when a large nodulated cancerous tumour was
exposed, adherent to the liver, and of a character which rendered
removal out of the question. The wound was closed, and the patient
seemed to be doing well for a day or two, when she suddenly grew ill,
and died at once. The incision had completely healed. A mass of
encephaloid cancer, an inch and a half thick, occupied the abdomen,
being moulded over the intestines, liver, and spleen; the peritoneum
was studded with cancerous nodules. The liver was cancerous, and
the ovaries were converted into small masses of cancer.

Mr. D. J. Hamilton showed a Liver containing numerous Hydatid
Cysts. The man up to his death was apparently in health; and, while
running away from a policeman in pursuit of him, fell down dead. He-
was taken to the Northern Hospital; and, on post mortent examination,
the heart, lungs, and other organs, were healthy, except the liver,
which was filled with numerous hydatid tumours, each containing a
number of daughter-cysts, the fluid having abundance of echinococci.
One of the cysts was calcareous; another communicated with the bile-
duct. One of the largest tumours had pressed upon the vena cava, so
that death was probably induced by syncope, induced by the violent
efforts, to which the impeded circulating system was unequal.
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A FIFTH SERIES OF 100 CASES, WITH REMARKS ON THE RESULTS
OF 500 CASES, OF OVARIOTOMY. BY T. SPENCER WELLS, F.R.C.S.

CASES of completed ovariotomy, from 400 to 500, were arranged in a.
table of similar form to the previous series of I to 400 cases, published
in successive volumes of the Transactions of the Society. The author
then reviewed the whole of the cases, examining the influence which
the social condition of the patient, her treatment in large or small
hospitals or in private practice, the season when the operation was per-
formed, the age and conjugal condition of the patient, the size, solidity,
and connections of the tumour, and the length of incision required for
its removal, and the various modes of carrying out the extraperitoneal
and the intraperitoneal treatment of the pedicle, had upon the result
of the operation. Twenty-five cases where both ovaries were removed
at one operation, and four cases where ovariotomy was performed twice
on the same patient, were then reported ; and some remarks followed
upon fifty-two cases of exploratory incisions and incomplete operations,


